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ABSTRACT

This study examined teachers’ awareness and use of three assessment paradigms in
classroom teaching and learning: Assessment for Learning (AFL), Assessment as
Learning (AAL), and Assessment of Learning (AOL). A mixed methods approach
was implemented in three stages. First, the indicators associated with each
assessment paradigm were identified through a literature review and interviews with
experts. Second, a questionnaire developed by the researchers was administered to
40 teachers in Ardal County to assess their awareness of the three paradigms. Third,
the classroom practices of 10 selected teachers were observed using a behavioral
checklist developed for the study. Purposive and convenience sampling methods
were used. The results of the Friedman test showed that Assessment of Learning had
the highest implementation rate, at 96%, whereas Assessment as Learning had the
lowest implementation rate, at 40%. In addition, 58% of the Assessment as Learning
components were not implemented in the observed classrooms. The findings indicate
a need to provide training in Assessment as Learning and strengthen its use,
particularly as a foundation for citizenship education.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Assessment is no longer regarded solely as a means of measuring learning
outcomes. It is also an integral part of the teaching and learning process. This
broader function is represented by three assessment paradigms. Assessment
of Learning (AOL) summarizes and reports students’ achievement at a
particular point in time. Assessment for Learning (AFL) uses evidence of
student learning to adapt instruction to students’ needs. Assessment as
Learning (AAL) actively engages students in monitoring their learning,
reflecting on their progress, and using metacognitive processes, thereby
enabling them to regulate their own learning. Although these paradigms are
described in the educational literature, their implementation in classroom
practice may differ from their theoretical descriptions. Teachers are
responsible for translating assessment principles into instructional practices.
However, their awareness of these paradigms and their use in daily classroom
activities have received limited research attention, particularly within specific
regional contexts. The present study therefore examines teachers’ awareness
and application of AOL, AFL, and AAL to provide evidence that may inform
professional development and improve assessment literacy.

Literature Review

Assessment has increasingly been conceptualized as both a summative
judgment and a means of supporting learning. Black and Wiliam (1998)
reviewed evidence on formative assessment and concluded that it can
improve student achievement. Earl (2003) extended this framework by
distinguishing among Assessment for Learning (AFL), Assessment as
Learning (AAL), and Assessment of Learning (AOL). Within this framework,
AAL positions students as monitors and critical analysts of their own
learning. Subsequent research has examined the contributions of formative
assessment, feedback, and student involvement to learning and achievement
(Hattie, 2009; Wiliam, 2011). However, implementing these assessment
approaches remains challenging. Teachers may continue to rely primarily on
AOL, while the sustained use of AFL and AAL requires assessment
knowledge and the ability to design classroom processes that actively involve
students in assessment. DelLuca et al. (2016) emphasized the need for
assessment literacy frameworks and tools that address multiple assessment
purposes and support teachers’ professional learning. Preservice and in
service education may therefore be important in preparing teachers to
implement AFL and AAL. Because assessment practices depend on teachers’
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knowledge, beliefs, and classroom conditions, studies conducted in specific
contexts are needed to examine the relationship between teachers’ awareness
and their practices. The present study addresses this issue by investigating
teachers’ awareness and application of AOL, AFL, and AAL. The
Assessment Reform Group (2002) defined AFL as the process of “seeking
and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers” to determine
learners’ current progress, learning goals, and appropriate next steps.

Methodology
The study employed a sequential mixed methods design conducted in three
phases.
Phase 1: Identification of Indicators

The behavioral and instructional indicators associated with Assessment of
Learning (AOL), Assessment for Learning (AFL), and Assessment as
Learning (AAL) were identified through a review of the literature. Five
experts in curriculum and assessment then participated in semi structured
interviews to review and refine the identified indicators.

Phase 2. Awareness Survey

A questionnaire developed by the researchers on the basis of the identified
indicators was used to assess teachers’ theoretical awareness and their
reported use of the three assessment paradigms. The questionnaire was
administered to 40 teachers in Ardal County. Participants were selected
through purposive and convenience sampling.

Phase 3: Classroom Observation

A behavioral checklist based on the identified indicators was developed to
document teachers’ classroom assessment practices. Ten teachers were
selected from among the questionnaire participants and observed in their
classrooms. The observation data enabled a comparison between the teachers’
questionnaire responses and their observed assessment practices.

Results

The Friedman test indicated differences in the implementation of the three
assessment paradigms. Assessment of Learning (AOL) had the highest
implementation rate, with 96% of its indicators observed in classroom
practice. Assessment as Learning (AAL) had the lowest implementation rate,
with 40% of its indicators observed. In addition, 58% of the AAL indicators
were not observed in the classrooms. The classroom observations provided
further information about how the three paradigms were implemented.
Teachers frequently used AOL practices, such as tests administered at the end
of instructional units. Assessment for Learning (AFL) practices, including the
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provision of descriptive feedback to guide subsequent learning, were
observed less frequently. Practices associated with AAL, such as peer
assessment, student self-reflection journals, and the collaborative
development of success criteria, were rarely observed. Overall, AOL was
incorporated into classroom practice more frequently than AFL and AAL.

Discussion

The findings confirm a significant divide between theory and practice, as the
teachers’ classroom assessment practices were primarily oriented toward
Assessment of Learning (AOL). This pattern is consistent with research on
assessment literacy that emphasizes the need to prepare teachers to use
assessment for different purposes (DelLuca et al., 2016). The limited
implementation of Assessment as Learning (AAL) indicates that students had
fewer opportunities to monitor and reflect on their own learning and to
participate actively in the assessment process. The comparison between the
questionnaire responses and classroom observations suggests that teachers’
awareness of the three assessment paradigms was not consistently reflected
in their classroom practices. The findings do not establish the reasons for this
difference. However, they indicate a need for professional development that
addresses the practical application of Assessment for Learning (AFL) and
AAL. Such professional development may include modeling assessment
practices, collaborative planning, and sustained support for incorporating
these practices into classroom instruction.

Conclusion

The findings showed that Assessment of Learning (AOL) was the most
frequently implemented assessment paradigm, whereas Assessment for
Learning (AFL) and, particularly, Assessment as Learning (AAL) were
incorporated into classroom practice less frequently. The limited
implementation of AAL indicates a need to strengthen practices that involve
students in self-assessment, reflection, and the monitoring of their own
learning. Accordingly, preservice teacher education curricula should place
greater emphasis on formative assessment literacy. Professional development
for practicing teachers should also provide practical strategies for
implementing AFL and AAL. In addition, school policies and practices
should support the implementation of all three assessment paradigms.
Strengthening teachers’ ability to implement AFL and AAL may support
students’ metacognitive development, active participation in learning, and
citizenship education.
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