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ABSTRACT

Teaching and assessment are essential and inseparable components of the educational
system. Together, they provide continuous guidance for students’ learning and support
the achievement of educational goals. Teaching and assessment form an integrated and
interwoven process in which all components function systematically to achieve a specific
purpose. Although students undergo evaluation throughout their formal education and
teachers conduct this process, little research has examined how teachers and students
perceive evaluation or how their perspectives differ. Therefore, the present study aimed
to analyze the perceptions of elementary school teachers and students in Tehran
regarding the concept of evaluation. It sought to develop a deeper understanding of
evaluation from the perspectives of both groups and to examine the similarities and
differences between their views. A qualitative method and phenomenological design
were used. The study population comprised all elementary school teachers and students
in Tehran during the 2023 to 2024 academic year. Participants were selected on the basis
of availability and took part in semistructured interviews. The data were analyzed using
Colaizzi’s method, which consists of seven stages. Analysis of the interviews led to the
identification and classification of four main themes for teachers and four main themes
for students. From the teachers’ perspective, classroom assessment and evaluation served
as tools for improving teaching, increasing learning, classifying students, and responding
to students and their families. Students viewed classroom assessment and evaluation as
means of obtaining grades, verifying learning, and improving teaching and learning.
Some students, however, regarded assessment and evaluation as irrelevant and
ineffective.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Evaluation is a central component of the educational system and plays an
important role in guiding student learning and supporting the achievement of
educational goals. It provides a means of measuring students’ learning
progress and enables teachers to reflect on and improve their instructional
practices. Despite its importance, teachers and students may hold different
views of evaluation. Such differences can produce contrasting expectations
and experiences that affect the learning environment and the effectiveness of
evaluation practices. Using a qualitative approach and phenomenological
design, this study aims to analyze the perceptions of primary school teachers
and students in Tehran regarding the concept of evaluation and to examine
the similarities and differences between their views. It also seeks to explore
how these perceptions affect the learning process and the relationship
between teaching practices and student engagement.

Research Questions

The primary research question is: What similarities and differences exist between
teachers’ and students’ perceptions of classroom evaluation? Specifically, the
study examines how teachers perceive evaluation as a tool for improving
teaching and learning and how students understand evaluation and its role in their
academic progress. It also investigates the extent to which these perceptions are
aligned and whether meaningful differences exist that may influence students’
motivation, engagement, and overall academic performance.

Literature Review

Previous research has examined the importance of evaluation within the
teaching process and its role in improving teaching and learning. Glick and
Wiliam (1998) viewed evaluation as a means of enhancing student learning
and emphasized the need for immediate and targeted feedback to support
students’ motivation and progress. Brown et al. (2009) examined how
teachers’ attitudes toward evaluation influence their teaching methods and
feedback practices. They argued that teachers’ perceptions of evaluation can
directly affect students’ motivation and participation in the learning process.
These studies suggest that when teachers regard evaluation as a means of
improving teaching, they may adopt more effective instructional strategies
and promote greater student engagement. However, limited attention has been
given to differences between teachers’ and students’ perspectives on
evaluation. Teachers often view evaluation as a tool for improving teaching
and learning, whereas students may regard it primarily as a requirement for
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obtaining grades or advancing academically. This difference in perspectives
can create a mismatch between instructional goals and student expectations,
which may reduce the effectiveness of evaluation practices.

Methodology

This study approached a qualitative phenomenological design to explore the
lived experiences of teachers and students regarding evaluation.
Phenomenology enables a detailed examination of how individuals
experience and interpret a particular phenomenon, which in this study was
classroom evaluation. Semistructured interviews were conducted with a
diverse group of teachers and students from primary schools in Tehran during
the 2023 to 2024 academic year. Participants were selected according to
criteria intended to provide a comprehensive understanding of different
perspectives on evaluation. The teachers had at least three years of
professional experience, while the students were enrolled in grades 2 and 3 of
primary school. The data were analyzed using Colaizzi’s method, which
consists of seven steps. This process involved systematically reviewing the
interview data to identify central themes and categories. The method enabled
the study to capture the essence of participants’ perceptions of evaluation
while identifying commonalities and differences in their experiences.

Results

The results revealed that teachers generally perceived evaluation as a tool for
improving teaching, enhancing learning, classifying students, and responding
to families. They regarded evaluation as an essential component of their
teaching practices and used it to identify students’ strengths and weaknesses,
adjust their instructional methods, and provide feedback to support further
development. Several teachers reported using evaluation results to refine their
teaching strategies and address the specific needs of their students. In
contrast, students primarily perceived evaluation as a means of obtaining
grades and confirming their learning, while some regarded it as irrelevant or
ineffective. Many students emphasized that their main concern was achieving
good grades rather than improving their learning or gaining new insights.
These contrasting perceptions suggest that teachers view evaluation as a
means of improving the learning experience, whereas students often regard it
as a necessary step toward academic progression rather than a tool for
personal or academic growth.

Discussion
The findings indicated significant differences between teachers’ and students’
perceptions of evaluation. Teachers generally view evaluation as a tool for
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improving teaching and learning, whereas students primarily regard it as a
requirement for obtaining grades and advancing academically. This
difference may influence students’ motivation and engagement in the learning
process. When students perceive evaluation merely as a means of obtaining
grades, they may be less likely to engage with feedback or reflect on their
learning progress. Conversely, teachers who view evaluation as a tool for
improving instruction may be more likely to provide constructive feedback
and adapt their teaching methods to meet students’ needs. These differing
perspectives may also affect classroom interactions because teachers and
students may hold different expectations regarding the evaluation process.

Conclusion

This study demonstrated the importance of aligning teachers’ and students’
perspectives on evaluation. A shared understanding of evaluation can
improve teaching methods, strengthen student motivation, and increase
student participation in the learning process. Developing a mutual
understanding of the role of evaluation in learning may enable teachers to
create a more supportive and effective learning environment. Students who
understand the purpose and benefits of evaluation are also more likely to
engage in the process and use feedback to improve their learning. Further
research should examine how differing perspectives affect the learning
process across educational contexts and identify strategies for bringing
teachers’ and students’ perceptions of evaluation into closer alignment
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